
 

IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

  September 
  Monday 18th ð P&F Meeting in staffroom following assembly ð all welcome 
  Wednesday 20th ð Gr 5-6 Production 
  Friday 22nd ð Last Day Term 3 
  Monday 9th ð 1st day Term 4 ð Footy Colours Day ð 2.30pm dismissal 
   

N
E

W
S

L
E

T
T

E
R

 
N

O
.
 
2

9
 

1
3

t
h

 
S

e
p

t
e
m

b
e

r
,
 
 

2
0
1
7

 

ñ
C

re
a

ti
n

g
 le

a
rn

er
s,

 G
ro

w
in

g
 G

o
o

d
 P

e
o

p
le

, 
G

iv
in

g
 S

o
m

e
th

in
g

 B
a

c
k
ò
 

W
e

b
: 

w
w

w
.a

v
e

n
e

lp
s

.v
ic

.e
d

u
.a

u
 

E
m

a
il
: 

a
v

e
n

e
l.

p
s

@
e

d
u

m
a

il
.v

ic
.g

o
v

.a
u

 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 F

ac
eb

o
o

k:
 h

tt
p
s
:/
/w

w
w

.f
a
c
e
b

o
o

k
.c

o
m

/A
v
e
n

e
lp

ri
m

a
ry

 

This lesson focused on improving individual confidence, balance, bike control and 
braking technique. 

mailto:avenel.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.facebook.com/Avenelprimary


 

 
 

 
 

Attendance 
As we draw near to the end of Term 3, it is an opportunity to reflect on our student attendance patterns to this point in the year. One of our 
great celebrations is the very large number of our students who have achieved an attendance rate of above 95% at this point in the year. 
Given that we have had some particularly nasty bugs this winter, this is indeed a credit to parents, teachers and students. School 
attendance has been extensively researched over the last decade and some of the key points that emerge from the research are as 
follows: 

¶ There is no ñsafeò level of non-attendance and every day at school counts for academic progress.  

¶ Unauthorised absences are strongly associated with falls in academic achievement.  

¶ The effects of absence accumulate over time, affecting academic achievement and social engagement.  

¶ Attendance patterns decline in secondary schooling ï if attendance is an issue for a child at primary school, their attendance 
during high school will almost certainly be significantly worse. Hence the importance of promoting high levels of attendance during 
primary school.  

As a matter of protocol, I would like to remind all parents to make contact with our office to report a student absence.  
 
District Athletics 
On Monday, a large team of competitors headed off to represent Avenel Primary School at the District Athletics Carnival. Once again, our 
team did an exemplary job in demonstrating a ñhave a goò attitude and in demonstrating a spirit of sportsmanship and fair play. We had 
some fabulous individual performances on the day, with many students proudly wearing their district ribbons as they returned to school. We 
have 11 students progressing to the Divisional Athletics carnival which is a remarkable effort for our school. The icing on the cake for 
Avenel Primary School was the fact that we won the handicap trophy, proving once again that we are punching above our weight.  
 
Kids Teaching Kids: 
Yesterday it was my great pleasure to travel across to Yea Wetlands with 10 of our 
Grade 4 students as they delivered a presentation at the Kids Teaching Kids event. This 
is our third year of participation and our Grade 4 students certainly upheld the strong 
reputation established by the previous presentations of our Grade 5/6 students. The 
Kids Teaching Kids event provides our students with a great opportunity to grow in their 
academic and personal skills, working as a team to deliver a 30 minute workshop on an environmental science topic. In addition to 
delivering their own presentation, our students also had the opportunity to take part in some fabulous science workshops, including 
identifying macro-invertebrates at the Yea Wetlands and learning about the features (not to mention holding!) a vast range of our native 
animals from zoologist Chris Humphreys. We are the only school from our district that is involved in the Kids Teaching Kids event and we 
are looking forward to next yearôs event as a further opportunity to provide rich, authentic and high quality learning experiences for our 
students. A big thank you to Mr. Johnson who worked with our Grade 4 students to develop their workshop.  
 
Bike Education ð Grade 5 
For the last 2 weeks, I have been running the Bike Education program with our Grade 5 students. The Bike Education program seeks to 
develop the skills, knowledge and safety of bike users in addition to cultivating an enjoyment of bike riding. Each year that I run the 
program, I am amazed by the rapid progression that our students achieve over the program. As a school, we have an extremely strong bike 
riding culture and our Grade 5/6 students are already excitedly talking about the Grade 5/6 Bike Hike, which will take place in late October. 
As you will see from the photos, our students have been developing some advanced skills.  
 
Grade 5/6 Production 
We are now just one week away from our Grade 5/6 Production and our students are fine-tuning their preparations.  A fabulous collection of 
props and costumes has certainly added a great theatrical feel to our school.  Tickets are selling like the proverbial ñhot cakesò, so I would 
encourage families to reserve tickets at our office to allow us to plan for seating on the night. Looking forward to seeing everyone for a great 
performance next Wednesday night.  
 
Footy Colours Day: Friday September 22nd 
On the last day of term, all students are invited to get into the spirit of the finals football season by wearing their favourite football jumper to 
school. Our Junior School Council will collect a gold coin donation in aid of our Tanzanian sister school, the Steven Tito Academy. We will 
run a number of football related activities during lunchtime to round off our term on a sporting note. 
 
Visiting Students from Nagambie Primary School 
Tomorrow we will be hosting 19 Grade 4 students from Nagambie Primary School as they relocate to allow a new building to be craned into 
position. We look forward to making our guests feel welcome at Avenel Primary School and no doubt many new friendship will be 
established over the day.  
 
 
All the best, 
Neil 



OTHER THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW é. 
 
CLEARING SALE COORDINATOR TRAINEE ï We are looking for someone to work with Amanda Furletti-Wall, current clearing sale coordinator, 
this year to learn the ropes as this will be Amandaôs last year as coordinator.  If you are interested please leave your name at the office or ring 
Amanda on 0438 369 829 to find out more regarding what is involved with as coordinator.  
 
SUBJECT CONTRIBUTION ð Thank you to those families who have made payment, either in part or in full, of this yearôs Subject Contribution.  
We remind those who have opted to pay by instalment that $42.50 per student is due by the end of term. The subject contribution payment covers 
the cost of subject expenses and class materials which have been purchased by the school to be distributed to students throughout the year. 
Payments can be made either by cash or direct deposit to the school account BSB 063 545 Account No 10076513. Please insert ósub contô and 
family name in the reference field. 
 
LOST PROPERTY ï Are you missing a blue jacket?  It may well be in our lost property basket which is overflowing with unnamed jackets.  Why 
not come in and have a look! 
 
KISS MYASTHMA APP FOR YOUNG PEOPLE - Do you know a student who is struggling to manage their 
asthma?  The Asthma Foundation new app for young people, Kiss myAsthma, might help.  Developed by a team of 
medical experts at the University of Sydney with young people involved in the process, Kiss myAsthma includes 
such features as,  

· Access to your asthma action plan 
· Track your asthma symptoms, severity and attacks, making it easy to inform your doctor or specialist 
accurately about your asthma 
· Track your mood and see how this aligns with your asthma symptoms 
· Set goals and receive support from one of the appôs monster assistants  
· Set reminders to take your asthma preventer medications 
· Asthma First Aid instructions at your fingertips for emergencies 

The app has been designed to also help young people with the psychological impacts of asthma.  Our survey of 
young people with asthma indicated that approximately 50% have a mental health issue, double that of the general 
population of young people. 
Students can download the app for free from the App Store, Google Play and via the website kissmyasthma.org.au  
 
EARN & LEARN ï Tuesday 19th is the last day to collect Earn & Learn stickers.  Please return all stickers to school as soon as possible so we can 
complete and tally sheets.  Thank you. 

  

PARENTS AND FRIENDS UPDATE 
Next meeting Monday 18th in staffroom following assembly.  All welcome to attend. 

 
AROUND THE ROOMS 

 
To ï Kade Dean 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK é..  Congratulations to 

Lachlan OõBrien ï for using the correct vocabulary to identify the features of an information report.  J 
Grace Aldridge ï for using her understanding of syllables to create a Haiku poem. J 
Daniel Freidrich ï for thinking deeply about different mathematical strategies when problem solving. J 
Annabelle Ashton ï for a great first week at her new school and for her ability to adapt to a new 
environment with confidence.  J 
Zac Anderson ï for retaining strategies to assist him in solving addition and subtraction problems. J 
Ely Reid ï for his commitment to his role in the school production and his ability to accept and apply 
feedback immediately. J 
Harry Wall ï for his support of fellow classmates, always encouraging others to do their best. J 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Minseo Bae - For showing the qualities of a learner by involving herself in class discussions. J 
Oliver Davies - For showing the school value of getting along and encouraging others to succeed. J 
Lindsay Smith - For displaying persistence when solving mathematical problems. J 
Ashlyn  Watt - For working tough through difficult problems. J 

http://www.kissmyasthma.org.au/


 


